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e-mail: fiu-info@excite.com
Frequently Asked Questions

In this form some of the frequently asked questions related to Fiu Sailing Adventure are answered. The list is far from complete and if there is any other question that is bothering you please do not hesitate to contact  Ivo by e-mail (fiu-info@excite.com) or Ph/Fax: +61 (2) 95245422  Mob: +61 (0) 403 802 707.  

The Boat?

Fiu is a new Grand Soleil 46.3 built in April 2003.

Fiu is equipped with the full inventory of sails, safety and navigation equipment, electronic maps and paper charts, pilots and guidebooks.

Navigation system – Raymarine chart-plotter and GPS connects to the notebook with electronic maps covering areas of interest. There is also a hand-held GPS available as well as Navtec 7” chart plotter . Complete set of Raymarine instruments ST60 series: wind, speed, depth with the repeater on the chart table. They all connect to the main computer for plotting the boat position and speed through the Seatalk. Connected to the Seatalk is also the autopilot ST6000 (electronic+windvane). 

E-mail: The boat is set up for SailMail by means of HF radio, limited to short text messages only. 

Watermaker not installed yet but being seriously considered.

Backup energy sources: large solar panels (150 W) and wind generator. Petrol-generator is not installed. 
Refrigeration: 150 l refrigerator with holding plate and water cooling system.

Manuals for all systems and instruments are on board. 

Large collection of tools and spares available to fix most of the common problems.

The engine is new, 4 cylinder Yanmar, 56 HP with sail drive.

Dinghy: 6 person, Yamaha with 5 HP Yamaha motor: 

Complete list of equipment and more details/pictures can be found on the web: www.fiu-sailing-adventure.com
Is there any electric winch? No, at this stage there are no electric winches, except for the anchor windlass, a powerful, 1500 W Lofrans with 100 m (10 mm diameter) chain and three anchors.

Safety Equipment: Brand new liferaft for 8 persons, plus two EPIRBs (406hz), MOB (Man-overboard) System, Flares, HF and VHF with DSC system, comprehensive First Aid Supply. The crew will be introduced to all safety gadgets and will have to know where everything is and how they work.

The Captain and Other Crew Members: Ivo, the captain of Fiu has been sailing for more then 30 years and has clocked-up more than 15,000 Nm of offshore sailing, mostly in Mediterranean, SE Asia (Thailand/Malaysia) and Australia. Owned various sailing boats from 20 to 40 ft and Fiu is his latest and the biggest yacht (as potential boat owner you’ll soon learn that regardless of the size of the yacht you currently own, she is always short for a meter or two!). 

In Australia sailed on various sailing boats from 35 to 60 ft racing machines.  

What is the worst weather the captain has ever been in? One of the worst weather conditions that I can remember was a winter sailing in Adriatic (Nov/Dec. 1997). We  chartered and old Gibsea 41 yacht in Istria and sailed south towards Kornati Islands. On the second day of our trip while in the channel between Losinj and Ist we were hit by a sever winter snow-storm with NE winds between 50 and 70 kn.  It was a spectacular sailing and we all got really wet and freezing cold!! That day we were probably the only sailing boat on Adriatic! 
Licenses: Competent Skipper (MMTC), Marine Radio Operator, Marine First Aid, Sea Survival course.

Captain’s managerial style of running the boat? 

A) Instructional/Teacher


Yes
B) Professional/Self motivated 

Yes
C) Laid Back/Vacation


Sometimes
D) Clean Freak/Shipshape

No
E) Race Mentality/Can't Sit Still? 
No

Most Important - Does he Yell when things don't go right? 
NO!  … however, please remember, things can get rough at time. .. and at these moments, quick and precise execution of commands is required. To make sure that you hear/understand the command, I might increase the volume of my voice. From my experience some, more romantic souls, might understand this as ‘yelling’ and even take it too personally – which is certainly not the idea and I’ll be coming back to this topic during the crew briefing sessions.       
Because there will always be times when things are not going well. Some people can crew for any or all types of skippers as long as they know what they are getting into beforehand. We encourage good communication and a co-operative attitude.  Discuss any problems with the captain before the atmosphere heats up beyond the ‘critical point’.
 
What other crew are going? 





Mostly paying crew

Are there permanent crew such as a spouse or significant other?  
No

Any paid crew? 







No

Will there be others like yourself joining for different durations. 

Yes

How many people in total? 





8 max

What place will you be in the pecking order?  



Depending on Sailing experience

Purpose of the trip? 
Sailing around the world, with the first longer stopover in Caribbean (Dec 03 to March/April 04), and the other in Australia (Aug. 04 to March 05).

Will the sailing be a ‘forced march’ or a leisurely cruise? 
The itinerary is designed in such a way that allows plenty of time between fixed ports/dates where there will be crew changes. There will be enough time for leisurely cruising, diving, snorkeling and exploring various islands and cultures. 

Your role as a crew member? Crew will share most of the duties. You’ll be standing day/night watches with the other crew, cooking, doing dishes, helping with the regular (and not so regular) maintenance. If there is something that you don’t like to do (say, doing dishes or keeping a watch) you are allowed to use your ‘charm’ and ‘trade-in’ your time with someone who likes doing dishes but does not like doing something that you might like (cooking for example). 

You are encouraged to join the crew to get the boat ready to go (preparations will take place in May 03 and Sept 03 in Punat, Island of Krk). You will get to know the boat and the crew. Please, plan to show up a day or two before a short passage and several days if you plan to join Fiu for a longer passage. 

Also, it is recommended that you try to be part of the provisioning team. It is recommend that everyone goes to the store and has a say in what they like and do not like to eat. However, remember that most people buy too much food, and end up not feeling too well the first couple of days, have bad weather another couple of days making it too rough to cook, and then end up throwing a lot of food (and money) away. Stocking well does not mean stocking large quantities.

Financial Arrangements: To avoid problems and misunderstanding, all financial matters will be defined well in advance. We’ll try to make sure that all expenses, travel arrangements and duties/responsibilities are understood by everyone before you start your dream cruise. 

As mentioned on the website, the cost will vary from Eu 50 to Eu 100 per person/day depending mainly on the route and timing. The cost of the final package will be agreed on an individual basis and will largely depend on the crew’s experience and duration of the cruise. 

The yacht Fiu is fully licensed for charter. The yacht is equipped with all required safety equipment and is fully insured for chartering. 

What is included in the price?

1. Boarding and breakfast, the cost of other meals is shared between all crew. 

2. If a longer stopover is anticipated in a particular port and the food prepared on board, the cost of food and port/docking is shared between crew members.  

3. Sailing Instructions – including sailing, night sailing with and without instruments, navigational skills, celestial navigation, the use of electronic aids, radio, on board e-mail, etc.

4. Boat insurance, the cost of routine maintenance.

What is not included?

1. Your personal travel cost to and from the port.
2. The cost of meals other then breakfast.
3. The cost of your personal custom clearance, all visas, local transportation.

4. As mentioned before, cost of food and drinks while in the port is shared between all crew members. 

5. port/docking is shared between crew members.  

Alcohol and smoking?  Alcohol and smoking will not be absolutely banned but the crew is encouraged to limit the use of alcohol to moderate consumption of wine and/or beer.  Smoking will be limited to the cockpit area only. 

More on Provisioning?  Few more explanations regarding the cost of food/provisioning. The crew is encouraged to take part in provisioning and putting the menu and grocery list together. Then divide the grocery bill by the number of people on board. All members of the crew are included. That way, the crew eats well and everyone chips in equally (while in port). A well fed crew is a happy crew! 

Usually we’ll be anchoring out in the port/bays but when dockage is available it is not unreasonable for the Captain to ask everyone if they would prefer to be dockside. Since this can work to everyone's benefit it is then reasonable to chip in for dockside expenses as well, especially if it is not too expensive. Other than water, fuel, and any per head clearance or custom and immigration fee, you will not be asked to pay for anything else like insurance, yacht maintenance or other boat expenses.

The replacement of broken equipment? If you are on someone else's boat and you brake something or lose a winch handle overboard and it was totally your fault, the right thing to do would be to offer to fix or replace it if it is within your means just as you would if you were on a friend's boat. But if you turn a six year old radar on and it stops working, you will not be expected to pay for a new radar. However, if you were told not to touch the battery switch while the engine was running because it would fry the alternator, and you did. Then you are responsible, and should make amends, otherwise you may be asked to leave at the next port. There are some grey areas, but most anything should be able to be arbitrated by the crew.

We do not recommend leaving the dock with open ended financial arrangements that can lead to problems down the line and in foreign ports, where everything can get more expensive to fix or replace. If you think there are ‘grey areas’ that need to be discussed in advance please let us know before leaving the port.

This list of Frequently Asked Questions is far from complete and still under construction. If you have more questions and/or you think there are some ‘grey areas’, please do not hesitate to ask and I’ll amend this form.

Crew References?  If you are experienced skipper/crew please provide the reference.

The Cardinal Rule !! Always be courteous. If you are experienced sailor, try to understand that some of crew members might be beginners and might need help. One unhappy crew member can spoil atmosphere to all of us – so try to be tolerant, helpful, forthcoming, generous, humorous, …  If you find that Fiu Sailing Adventure is not ‘your cup of tea’ please let us know why – and a simple ‘no thank you’ and ‘good luck’ is a polite end to an opportunity that you do not wish to pursue.

If you have the time, offer to help get the boat ready. It's a good way to learn about a boat, her owner and other crew members. We will really appreciate your help and initiative. You never know, you may be rewarded with a better watch when we draw up the first watch schedule, a good meal at the next port or a plane ticket home when the journey is over!
Ivo Orlic, Sydney, 5 March 2004
Adopted and modified FAQ form from the website of the Offshore Passage Opportunities 
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